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Case for Closed-Loop™C&
Wash Stations

WASH A REA

High-tech systems can do golf courses a lot of good.
But are they in the budget?

BY ANTHONY PIOPPI | SENIOR WRITER

here are no hard facts, but the

guess is that only between 1,000

and 1,500 golf facilitics through-

aut the country have closed-loop

wash stations installed at their
maintenance facilities.

But that number is surely increasing.
Across the ULS,, almost every course that
opens or new maintenance facility that is
built must construct a wash station to meet
permitting requirements. For those facili-
ties seeking to obtain Audubon Cooperative
Sanctuary Status, a wash station is almost
always required.

These are high-tech wash stations,
closed-loop with diked-off areas so nothing
— from pesticides to engine oil to grass clip-
pings and beyond — escapes,

With most of these units, microscopic or-
ganisms break down the pollutants, cleans-
ing the water so it can be used repeatedly.
Costs run between 525,000 and 530,000 for
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the entire system, not including construc-
i of the wash pads.

With regulating bodies on the local, state
and national levels focusing on pallution
of the aquifer, many facilities are installing
wash stations even though they're not yet
required to.

States such as Mew Jersey are “cracking
down,” according to Austin Shepherd, vice
president and technical director of Bridge-
port, Conn.-based Carbtrel Corp., manu-
facturer of equipment for pollution control
and wastewater treatment. They are espe-
cially looking to halt “washing equipment
into a drain or into a stream that gets car-
ried off-site”

Carbtrol's wash stations, according to
Shepherd, “use activated carbon in combi-
nation with advanced oxidation™ to break
down pollutants.

There could be problems even on courses
where polluted water does not run off-site.

“Some wash in the rough, That may or
may not be a problem,” Shepherd says. “You

wash off a little chemical over a long period
of time and you can be potentially creating a
groundwater contamination problem.”

Another draw for wash stations 15 how
much water they can save a facility,

David Mears is director at Highspeed
Group Ltd., headquartered in England,
which produces Clear'Water water recycling
systems, Mears says that one National Trust
Froperty, a house that has a two wash hose
ClearWater system equipped with water
meters, savied 250,000 liters (66,043 gallons)
in a vear. ClearWater entered the American
golf market in 2011,

“If he hasn’t got a wash station, he's not
washing effectively,” Mears says. “He's wast-
ing thousands of gallons, and water's not
free anymore, is it#”

According to Mears, courses in Great Brit-
ain are purchasing wash stations because of
possible litigation, which could soon be a
reality in the U.S.

“If they keep polluting the groundwater,
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they are gaing to be prosecuted,” Mears said of
the UK. " Legislation is driving our business.”

According to Mears, his company’s prod-
uct is different from others because its wash
station wnit is installed safely below ground.
He explains that by doing so the biologicals
live in a more stable environment since the
temperature of the water does not fluctuate
as much as aboveground units.

Bill Svec of RGF Environmental Group
says-a fear of running afoul of the
law fs.a growing motivating factor
to install @ wash system.
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ground system “Ten years ago we developed
our own system to kill germs,”
[rick says. In part, that involves
a proprietary method of making
the water “want more oxygen.” In-
creased oxyvgen levels kill anaero-
bic perms, he explains,

Freylit's wash system also sends
a high-voltage, low-amp electri-
cal current through the water to

Universal Advanced Bio-Reactor
The Latest Technology in Wash Water Recycle Systems

The Universal Advanced Bio-Reactor is a closed-loop recycle system designed to treat,
filter and deliver the cleanest and safest wash water for re-use at your wash bay. The
system contains minimal moving pars and replaceable components,
low consumables usage and no microbe addition, The UAB System
has a small footprint, is totally enclosed for outdoor use and is
constructed of all non-corrosive materials. System includes a hand /
machine towable grass cart with dump feature.
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cluster the dirt, which makes removal from
the water easicr, as well as killing algac.

Bill 3vec, industrial sales manager for RGE
Environmental Group in West Palm Beach,
Fla., says a fear of running afoul of the law is
a growing motivating factor to install wash
systems in the US. Depending on the “ex-
tent of pollution, there could be criminal
prosecution,” he says.

“What | have seen, if it does happen, it is
very localized,” Svec continues, “There has
always been legislation in place, but there is
no enforcement.”

According to Svee, in many instances golf
courses installing wash stations on their
own have found it strikes the right note
with government officials who police such
areas as water quality, In some cases, Svec
says that once an official sees a wash station,
he doesn’t go looking for violations.

According to Svec, RGF was the first com-
pany to design, develop and patent a closed-
loop wastewater recycling system. RGF was
also the first company to enter the golf mar-
ket with that type of wash unil, Svee says.

Even though only a small percentage of
courses have high-tech wash stations, many
superintendents who aren't using them are
familiar with what they do,

“I have to explain toa lot of people [outside
the golf industry] what a [wash station] is,”
says Aaron Auger, water treatment division
manager for Mi-T-M Corp., based in Peosta
lowa, “Superintendents know what it is.”

Getting a superintendent to purchase one,
though, often takes time.

According to Svec, superintendents stop
by his company’s booth at the Golf Industry
Show to hear what he has to say. Most times,
he savs, the response, is, ™ “Yeah great, and
they walk away.” They tell him, “T know we
need it, but it's not in the budget,”

That doesn't mean that superintendents
will never purchase wash stations. Such
sales may just take some time. Auger agrees,
noting that oftentimes the superintendent
understands the need, but those with the
power of the purse don't,

Auger zays it can be up to four years from the
time he first makes contact with a golf course to
when that golf course purchases a unit.

“It’s always something that comes back
onto the table, They realize it's something
they should have,” Auger says.

According to Svec, “liability or enforcement

are the two motivating factors” in golf
courses buying a wash station.

There is one other reason, Auger adds,

“Superintendents don't want to be the
person on the front page of the paper that
killed all the fish,” he savs, “They are moti-
vated by negative publicity.”

By now, superintendents understand

>

THE WORLDWIDE
BusiNESS FORMULA,

that being an environmentally friendly golf
course is a requirement and not a fad.

“The green initiative is not going away,”
Auger savs, " The word recycling is not going
away." -

Pioppi, senior writer for Superintendent, can

be reached ar apioppi@earthlink. nel.

BULLDOG for Enhanced
Efficiency and Productivity

BULLDOG is a complete range of waterscluble nutritional formulations designed
to offer an integrated and balanced fertility program. BULLDOG enhances the
efticiency and praductivity of a turf grass management program.

Is a freedlowing, crystalline powder that quickly dissalves in water.
Provides o balanced nutritional approach for immediate and predictable
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